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massive gold. The water flows from the lip of the split
pipe to the floor of the Harem below. The tomb of
Abraham, the legendary builder of the temple, is situated
close by, to the east, not far from the Gate of Beni Shaibeh.

The Prophet's faithful followers, when they say their
prayers, must turn their faces in the direction of the
Ka'bah, no matter where they may be. This ascertaining
of the exact position of the House of God, which is the
centre of the Holy City, is called " taking the Kiblah or
Outlook." Thus the Muhammadans of Syria, and those
beyond it to the north, having fixed the Kiblah, are face to
face with the northern wall, sacred to the Stone of Ishmael
and the gold rainspout: their prayers are therefore sure to
be heard. Those of Persia, Turkistan, Northern India,
Sind, and a part of China, look in the direction of the
north-eastern angle, called the Rokne-Araghi, which is an
equally blessed outlook, since the door of the house is on
the eastern side and rather more to the north than the
south thereof. The faces of the Muslims of Aden, of
Southern India, of Madagascar, and of Australia, are
turned to the eastern wall or the south-eastern corner of
it, while those of the faithful of Constantinople, as well as
those of the Muhammadans of some parts of Russia, are
opposite to the western wall of the sacred building. The
Boers believed themselves to be the " chosen people." It
is a pity they are not Muhammadans. For, if they were,
they would be considered now the chosen people of Isldm
for the simple reason that they would f&ce the southern
wall of the Ka'bah, wherein is laid the Black Stone of im-
memorial sanctity. But the prayers the most acceptable
to God, when all is said and done, are the prayers raised
from any quarter within the Harem of the House of Allah
on earth.

The interior of the Ka'bah is far more impressive than